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1

How to Fool a Cat
1

Once upon a time, there 
was a rich lord who liked 
to collect carvings of 
animals. He had many 
kinds of carvings, but he 
had no carved mouse.

So he called on two 
skilled carvers and said, 
“I’d like to have a carved 
mouse. I want each of 
you to carve one for me. 
I want them to be so life-
like that my cat will think 
they’re real mice and 
pounce on them. We’ll put them down together and see 

Have you ever tried to outsmart someone? Were you successful in 
doing so? Tell the class about it.

Warm Up
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2

on which mouse the cat pounces first. To the carver of that mouse, 
I’ll give a bag of gold.”

The two carvers went back to their homes and set to work, each one 
as busy as a bee. After some time, they came back. One had carved 
a wonderful mouse out of wood. It was so well done that it looked 
exactly like a mouse. The other, however, had done very badly. He had 
used some material that flaked and looked funny. It didn’t look like a 
mouse at all.

“What’s this?” asked the lord. “This wooden mouse is a marvellous 
piece of carving, but this other mouse—if it is indeed supposed 
to be a mouse—wouldn’t fool anyone, let alone a cat.”

“Let the cat be 
brought in,” said 
the second carver. 
“The cat can decide 
which mouse is 
better.”

The lord thought 
this was rather silly, 
but he ordered the 
cat to be brought 
in. No sooner had 
it come into the room than it pounced upon the badly carved mouse and 
paid no attention at all to the one that was carved so well.

There was nothing for the lord to do but give the gold to the unskilful 
carver, but as he did so, he said, “Well, now that you have the gold, tell 
me how you did it.”
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3

“It was easy, my lord,” said the man. “I didn’t carve my mouse from 
wood. I carved it from dried fish. That’s why the cat pounced upon 
it so swiftly.”

When the lord heard how the cat and everyone else had been fooled, 
he could not help laughing, and soon everyone in the entire court was 
holding his sides with laughter.

“Well,” said the lord finally, “then I’ll have to give you two bags of gold. 
One to the workman who carved so well and one to you who carved 
so cleverly. I’ll keep the wooden mouse, and we’ll let the cat have 
the other one.”

(A Japanese folktale)

 carvings designs formed by cutting into something, 
like wood, stone or ice

 skilled an expert in something 

 life-like almost like the real thing

 pounce jump suddenly to attack or capture

 flaked chipped

 marvellous wonderful

 silly foolish

 paid no attention did not notice something

 unskilful not skilled

 swiftly speedily

Glossary
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4

 Comprehension
A. Fill in the blanks with suitable words from the box.

two  mouse  badly carved  skilled  fish

1. The rich lord wanted the carving of a _______________.

2. The _______________ carver presented a beautifully carved 
mouse.

3. The cat pounced on the _______________ mouse.

4. The unskilful carver made the mouse out of dried _____________.

5. In the end, the lord gave _______________ bags of gold, one to 
each carver.

B. Answer these questions.

1. What did the rich lord like to collect?

2. What did he ask the two carvers to carve? What was the 
condition for winning a bag of gold?

3. Describe the creations of the two carvers?

4. Why did the cat pounce on the flaky and funny looking mouse 
instead of the nicely carved one?

5. Why did the lord give a bag of gold to each carver?

6. Do you think the unskilled carver was confident about his 
creation? Give reasons for your answer.

 Know Your Values
It is the end that matters not the means. What do you understand by 

the proverb? Does the proverb suit the story?
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5

 Grammar
(subject and predicate)

There are two basic parts to every sentence—the subject and 
the predicate.

• The cat can decide which mouse is better.

Some words have been highlighted in the sentence. The remaining 
words in the sentence say something about the highlighted words.

The person, animal or thing that is talked about is called the subject.

The part of the sentence that tells us about the subject is called the 
predicate.

Circle the subject and underline the predicate in these sentences.

1. Our teacher discussed our class project.

2. Their old mango tree was destroyed in the storm.

3. The Republic Day parade always brings out a 
crowd.

4. Some photos remain in your mind for years.

5. The minister addressed the members of the press.

 Vocabulary
(similes)

Read this sentence. 

• The two carvers set to work, each one as busy as a bee.

The highlighted phrase is a simile. Comparing one thing with another, 
using the words as or like is called simile.
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A.  Match the words in column A with those in column B to complete 

these similes.

A B

1. as pretty as a. silk

2. as light as b. a bee

3. as busy as c. a daisy

4. as fresh as d. a feather

5. as soft as e. a rock

6. as hard as f. a picture

B. Now, make your own similes.

1. as hungry _______________

2. as blue as _______________

3. as rough as _______________ 

4. as kind as _______________

5. as new as _______________

(collective nouns)

A collective noun is a word for a group of items, animals or people. For 
example, a group of cows is called a herd.

C.  Unscramble the letters to find out some more collective nouns. 

Write the correct word in the blanks.

1. a END of thieves __________________

2. a SLASC of students __________________

3. a PERID of lions __________________

4. a OLKCF of tourists __________________

5. a OLYCON of ants __________________
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 Pronunciation
(r and l sounds)

A. Say these pairs of words aloud. Pay attention to the r and l sounds.

ray—lay fire—file race—lace

reed—lead crew—clue rash—lash

rain—lain red—led rest—lest

(k sounds)

B. Say these words aloud. Pay attention to k sounds.

count cruel care cold clever

ticket click packet bucket flock

chemist chorus character mechanic school

 Speaking
(expressing a wish)

Read this sentence.

I’d like to have a carved mouse.

Here, the lord is expressing a wish. He wants to have a carved mouse. 
Note the highlighted parts in the sentence.

Here are some other ways by which we can express a wish.

 • I wish to... • It would be nice if...

 • I want (to)... • It would be good if...

Work in pairs. Role-play these situations.

1. You want to visit the fun fair in your city. Express your wish 
to an adult at home.

2. You want your class to go to the cinema to see a new animated 
film that has just been released. Tell your teacher your wish.
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 Writing
(narrative paragraph)

 Imagine that you are the rich lord. Write about what happened when 
you wanted a carved mouse. Here are a few tips to help you organise 
your ideas while you write.

• You want a carved mouse.

• You ask two skilled carvers to make you one.

• You use the cat to help you choose.

• The cat chooses the ugly mouse.

• The carver explains that he used dried fish.

• You reward both the carvers.

 Activity
(collecting stories)

 This story is a folktale from Japan. Collect a few folktales from across 

the world. Read them aloud in class.
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The Wonderful 
Medicine

Once, Tenali Rama was passing by his 
friend Dubhashi’s house. Loud voices 
were coming from the house.

I will not talk 
to you.

But I have not 
said anything.

Tenali Rama sat down in the verandah. 
After some time…

Hello, Dubhashi, 
how are you?

Not good. When I get 
angry at someone, I 
open my mouth and say 
something harsh.

2

Do you get angry? Do you manage to control your anger? What do you 
do to control your anger?

Warm Up
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10

Tenali, my 
wife and my 
children are 
upset with me. 
Neighbours 
also do not 
respect me.

I’ve understood 
your problem. 
These are 
symptoms of a 
serious disease. 
It is important to 
treat it.

What should I do? 
Where do I go?

Don’t worry. I will give you a 
medicine. You will definitely 
get better if you take it.

Okay! So how should 
I take the medicine.

Take a sip of this medicine when you 
get angry or you want to shout at 
someone. But do not swallow it. Just 
keep it in your mouth till the time the 
other person becomes quiet. After that, 
you can spit it out.

This is easy! Take a sip…
keep it in the mouth…do 
not swallow…spit it out…

Take this medicine 
for seven days. Your 
disease will be cured.
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But forgive me, the 
medicine is over. If I 
could get some more…

Now, you will 
not need it.

After one week…

Tenali, your medicine is wonderful. 
I’ve not had an argument with my 
wife or the children all these days. We 
have become more loving. Now even 
the neighbours respect us.

Good! Your disease 
has been cured.

Still, please give 
one more bottle.

Okay, give me 
the bottle.

What are you doing? You 
have filled it with water.

The medicine which I gave 
you earlier was plain water.
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When there was a fight, you kept 
the water in your mouth. You did 
not speak, so you did not get into 
trouble. That was the miracle.

Yes, my friend! Whenever 
there is a fight, keep silent. 
As a wise man said, least 
said, soonest mended.

Then how did the 
medicine work?

Oh, so this 
was the case!

 verandah an open area attached to a house

 harsh unkind 

 symptoms signs of a disease

 definitely surely 

 sip to drink slowly in small quantity

 swallow to eat something whole, without chewing it

 spit to throw saliva or some food item forcibly from 
one’s mouth

 argument a disagreement over something

 miracle a wonder

 mended improved; repaired

Glossary
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 Comprehension
A.  Say whether the following statements are true or false. Correct the 

false statements.

1. Tenali Rama heard loud noises coming from Dubhashi’s house.

 _________________________________________________________

2. Dubhashi went to a doctor for treatment.

 _________________________________________________________

3. Tenali Rama gave Dubhashi a bottle of medicine for his anger.

 _________________________________________________________

4. Dubhashi followed Tenali’s instructions carefully.

 _________________________________________________________

5. In the end, Tenali said, “Most said, soonest mended.”

 _________________________________________________________

6. Tenali told Dubhashi to keep silent in a fight.

 _________________________________________________________

B. Answer these questions.

1. Who was Dubhashi? What did Tenali hear when he passed by 
Dubhashi’s house one day?

2. What was Dubhashi’s problem? What was Tenali’s diagnosis of 
Dubhashi’s problem?

3. What solution did Tenali have for Dubhashi’s problem?

4. What was in the bottle that Tenali gave Dubhashi?
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5. Do you think Tenali had the right solution for Dubhashi’s 
problem?

6. Why do you think Tenali asked Dubhashi not to swallow the 
medicine?

 Know Your Values
People lose their power to think clearly when they are angry. Do 

you agree? Discuss.

 Grammar
(interrogative pronouns)

We use interrogative pronouns to ask questions. The interrogative 
pronoun stands for the person or thing that we are asking the question 
about. Some interrogative pronouns are who, whom, what, which and 

whose.

• What should I do?

• Who will help me?

• Whose are these shoes?

Complete these sentences with the correct interrogative pronouns.

1. ___________ left the gate open?

2. ___________ is the time?

3. ___________ of these girls is his sister?

4. ___________ of these are your books?

5. To ___________ did you give the invitation?
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 Vocabulary
(� xed expressions)

Read this sentence.

• I am always in trouble.

The highlighted words are an example of a fixed expression. This group 
of words is used in a particular order to convey a specific meaning.

Here are some more examples of fixed expressions.

• in fact   • on foot   • at last   • by accident

A. Complete these sentences with the right phrases from the box.

on fire by heart by surprise in time
at present in reply on duty at least

1. _______________ to your question, the answer is yes.

2. You won’t understand it now, but ______________ you will.

3. His father is a policeman, and he usually has to be ____________ 
at weekends.

4. Many people escaped to the roof because the middle floors 
were ______________.

5. They need ______________ 20,000 rupees for the furniture. 

6. He’s living in Madurai ______________, but not for much 
longer. 

7. The police caught the burglar 
______________ while he was trying 
to break in.

8. An actor needs to learn his lines 
______________—you can’t read them during a performance.
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(sound words)

B.  Match the phrases in column A to the sound words that describe 

them in column B.

A B

1. a balloon being burst a. tinkle

2. gentle rain b. pop

3. a door that needs oiling c. clang

4. a large bell being rung d. patter 

5. a small bell being rung e. creak

 Listening
(listening and matching words to meanings)

Medicines are usually given by doctors who are specially trained 
to do so.

Listen and match the specialist doctors in column A with their fields 

in column B.

A B

1. ophthalmologist a.  dealing with infant and child-related 
problems

2. cardiologist b. disorders of the digestive system

3. gastroenterologist c. skin-related problems

4. dermatologist d. vision-related problems 

5. paediatrician e. diseases related to the heart
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 Punctuation
(integrated punctuation)

Rewrite these sentences using capital letters, full stops, commas, 

apostrophes, question marks, exclamation marks and quotation marks 

where needed.

1. where are you going asked stephen

2. i have to buy some presents for my brother 
said joanna

3. wow thats interesting exclaimed stephen

4. ill get him a board game some comics and a jigsaw puzzle said his 
friend

 Dictionary Work
(using a dictionary)

Arrange these words in alphabetical order.

doctor  cataract  surgery  book  stranger  forceps

 Writing
(writing dialogues)

Imagine that Dubhashi’s wife asks him later why he has stopped 

fighting. Write what they spoke to each other in the form of a dialogue.

Begin this way—

Wife: How happy I am these days!

Dubhashi: It is good to see you and the children smiling.
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Wife: We have stopped fighting and life is so peaceful.

Dubhashi: It is all because of Tenali. He gave me…

Wife: …

 Activity
(researching about famous doctors)

Find out about famous doctors who lived in India in the olden days.

Make a chart with these details—

• name • when they lived

• where they lived • the good work they did
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Little Things

Little drops of water,

Little grains of sand,

Make the mighty ocean

And the beauteous land.

And the little moments,

Humble though they be,

Make the mighty ages

Of eternity.

So our little errors

Lead the soul away,

From the paths of virtue

Into sin to stray.

Name two little things that make you happy.

Warm Up

3
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Little deeds of kindness,

Little words of love,

Make our earth an Eden1,

Like the heaven above.

1. a place or state of great happiness

 beauteous beautiful

 humble (here) of less importance

 mighty strong

 eternity endless time 

 errors mistakes

 soul our inner self

 virtue goodness

 sin a wrongful act

 stray to move away from the right course of action

Glossary
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 Comprehension
A. Choose the right answer.

1. Little drops of _____________ (water, milk, syrup) make the 
mighty ocean.

2. Little grains of _____________ (wheat, sugar, sand) make the 
beauteous land.

3. The little moments make the mighty _____________ (mountain, 
country, ages) of eternity.

4. Our little errors lead the soul away from the paths of 
_____________ (sin, vice, virtue).

B. Answer these questions.

1. What do little drops of water and little grains of sand make?

2. What leads us to sin?

3. What can we do to make our earth like an Eden? 

4. How can little deeds of kindness make us happy?

 Know Your Values
The poet says little acts of kindness would make the earth like heaven. 

Do you think so too? Elaborate.

 Activity
(making a list)

Make a list of some “acts of kindness” that can make our earth a better 

place to live in.

English Carnival_CB_Book 5.indd   21 04-09-2014   6.08.29 PM

© Pea
rso

n I
nd

ia 
Edu

ca
tio

n S
erv

ice
s P

vt.
 Lt

d.



22

Reading

Today, the picture of a lighted bulb represents the birth of an idea in a person’s 
mind. A long time ago, a similar bulb must have lighted up in a young man’s 
mind—the difference being that the light bulbs were not invented yet.

Yes, we are talking about Thomas Alva Edison, the famous American inventor. 
Largely self-taught, young Thomas began working at the age of twelve. His 
first job was that of a newspaper seller on a train. He set up a laboratory in the 
luggage compartment of the train, where he carried out experiments in his spare 
time. Unfortunately, that did not end well. He was dismissed from his job, having 
accidentally set fire to the luggage compartment during one of his experiments.

Edison had a hearing impairment—he was totally deaf in one ear and hard of 
hearing in the other. This, however, never deterred him from his purpose. His 
undying spirit took him on the road to fame. He is credited for many inventions 
that have improved the quality of life the world over.

Choose the right answer.

1. Which invention is attributed to Thomas Alva Edison?

a. the wireless phone b. the light bulb

c. the radio d. the camera

2. Which of the following is a fact and not an opinion?

a. Edison’s inventions have improved the quality of life.

b. Edison had a hearing impairment.

c. Edison is the most famous American inventor.

d. Edison lit up the world with his inventions.

3. What is the meaning of the word laboratory?

a. a breed of a dog

b. an institute for scientists

Tasks for Assessment 1
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c. a place equipped for doing scientific experiments

d. a kitchen of an institute

4. How did the luggage compartment of the train catch fire?

a. There was a short circuit in the electrical wiring of the compartment.

b. Someone threw a lighted matchstick inside the compartment.

c. Edison accidentally set it on fire during one of his experiments.

d. Edison lit a matchstick inside the compartment.

Speaking

Work in pairs. Prepare a dialogue for the following situation. Then, role-play 

the conversation.

A class visit to the local museum is scheduled next week. Discuss with your teacher 
on the sections of the museum you would like to visit and spend more time in.

Vocabulary

Use the following expressions to make meaningful sentences.

1. on and off 2. back and forth

3. prim and proper 4. up and down

Grammar

In each sentence, circle the subject and underline the predicate.

1. Jane Goodall had vanished.

2. Jane’s job was to study chimpanzees.

3. Researchers at Gombe have breakfast before dawn.

4. Chimps spend a lot of time grooming.

5. Chimpanzees are intelligent.

6. Understanding chimps is a huge task.
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Writing

Observe the illustration. Write 

a paragraph to describe it. Remember 

to give it a suitable title.

Listening

Listen to the story carefully and answer these questions.

1. How do we know that the thief was intelligent?

a. He knew maths and science.

b. He was well educated.

c. He always managed to escape with the booty.

2. What does hand-to-mouth existence mean?

a. to be homeless

b. to be rich

c. to have barely enough money

3. How do we know that Sheikh Chilli was a good man at heart?

a. He earned a lot of money.

b. He spent a lot of money.

c. He shared the little money he had with those less fortunate than him.
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4. What did Sheikh Chilli get for his bravery?

a. The Nawab rewarded him with an amulet.

b. The Nawab rewarded him by promising to take care of all his expenses.

c. The Nawab asked Sheikh Chilli to be his general.

Project

Read, Write, Act!

Read a novel or a story by your favourite author. Choose the character you like the 
best and write a paragraph about the character. 
Then, based on your description, write a short monologue. Prepare a costume for 
the character and enact the monologue in front of your class.

Life Skills

Become a safety detective!

Safety measures are very important to avoid unwanted accidents. Become a 
detective and check how safe your house is. Make a list of items that can cause 
accidents at home and list the safety measures to be adopted to handle them with 
care.

You can include fuel cylinders, lamps, electrical appliances, etc. Write all your 
observations as a detective and state possible solutions to the problems projected in 
your report. Share your report with the class.
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